Sony DRU-500AX
If you're shopping for a DVD-recordable drive, put the fast, flexible DRU-500AX near the top of your list.
The good: Supports all four popular DVD-recordable formats; writes DVD-R and DVD+RW at 4X; solid performance; affordable; generous software bundle.

The bad: No Mac support.

The alphabet soup of competing DVD-recording formats is enough to make anyone's head spin. How do you know if the DVD disc you just burned will work with your home DVD player? And will it also run on your computer's DVD-ROM drive? With the Sony DRU-500AX internal DVD burner, you no longer have to worry. This remarkable drive is the first to support all four popular formats (DVD-R, DVD+R, DVD-RW, and DVD+RW). And while other newly arrived 4X DVD-RW and DVD+RW drives deliver better all-around performance, the DRU-500AX offers enough speed for most home users looking to burn home movies. It also packs a comprehensive software bundle and costs the same as less versatile drives. If you need a DVD burner with support for multiple formats, look no further than the DRU-500AX.

 

Because of this Sony's multiformat support, we had to run more tests on the DRU-500AX than on other DVD burners. In CNET Labs' tests, it burned our 3.24GB test movie (960MB after compression) to DVD-R in only 4 minutes, 49 seconds, or about 3.32MB per second. By comparison, the 4X Pioneer DVR-A05 took only 3 minutes, 28 seconds, or about 4.63MB per second. When we switched to 4X DVD+R media to burn the same movie, the Sony took 4 minutes, 17 seconds (about 4.09MB per second), a tad faster than the 4X CenDyne DVR-105. 

In packet-writing tests, the DRU-500AX delivered mixed results. On the one hand, its DVD+RW performance rocked the chart. It recorded 500MB to DVD+RW in only 2 minutes, 34 seconds--outperforming all other 2.4X DVD+RW drives. On the other hand, its DVD-RW performance landed in the middle of the pack, between the 2X CenDyne and Pioneer drives. 


	Movie-write tests
Rate, in megabytes per second, at which a movie is written to write-once media (longer bars indicate better performance)
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	Philips DVDRW228 (DVD+RW)
2.48 
Sony DRU-500AX (DVD-RW)
3.32 
CenDyne DVR-105 4X DVD recordable
3.96 
Sony DRU-500AX (DVD+RW)
4.09 
Pioneer DVR-A05 DVD-RW
4.63 
TDK 420N Indi DVD (DVD+RW)
4.95 



 


	Write tests
Time in minutes (shorter bars indicate better performance)
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Write a 383MB file to rewritable media
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Write a 500MB directory to rewritable media

  



	Sony DRU-500AX (DVD+RW)
1.91 
2.57 
TDK 420N Indi DVD (DVD+RW)
1.98 
2.76 
Philips DVDRW228 (DVD+RW)
1.98 
2.85 
Sony DRU-500AX (DVD-RW)
2.41 
3.26 
Pioneer DVR-A05 DVD-RW
2.36 
3.67 
CenDyne DVR-105 4X DVD recordable
3.23 
4.27 


	The DRU-500AX also did very well with CDs. It burned a 43-minute audio CD in only 3 minutes, 2 seconds and recorded 400MB to a CD-RW in only 5 minutes, 29 seconds--comparable to most 40X CD burners. 
Write tests
Time, in minutes, to complete tasks (shorter bars indicate better performance)
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Audio burn to CD-R from image on hard drive (from 43 min., 11 sec. audio CD)
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Packet writing from hard drive to CD-RW (400MB directory)

  



	Sony DRU-500A (DVD+RW/-RW)
3.03 
5.49 
TDK 420N Indi DVD (DVD+RW)
3.26 
5.87 
Philips DVDRW228 (DVD+RW)
4.32 
6.12 
Pioneer DVR-A05 DVD-RW
3.29 
7.25 
CenDyne DVR-105 4X DVD recordable
3.24 
13.31 



In read tests, however, the DRU-500AX performed more slowly than other high-speed burners. It took 1 minute, 53 seconds and 3 minutes, 8 seconds to copy a 383MB file and 500MB folder back onto the hard drive, respectively. 


	Read tests
Time in minutes (shorter bars indicate better performance)
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Copy a 383MB file from rewritable media to the hard drive
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Copy a 500MB directory from rewritable media to the hard drive

  



	Philips DVDRW228 (DVD+RW)
0.76 
2.59 
CenDyne DVR-105 4X DVD recordable
0.90 
2.80 
TDK 420N Indi DVD (DVD+RW)
1.23 
3.56 
Sony DRU-500AX (DVD+RW)
1.89 
3.13 
Pioneer DVR-A05 DVD-RW
2.42 
3.20 



 
All write tests are run with both the drive's recommended media (submitted by the manufacturer) and with Verbatim media, rated at the drive's maximum speed. 

