Before I bought this product I read up on everything that could go wrong - so I thought. I have a PC in my downstairs office and my son has his PC directly above the office in his bedroom. I tried to hardwire my PC to the router and to the modem first. Immeditately I was having a problem making a connection to the router. The conneciton lights on the router were blinking. Linksys Tech Help told me I had a hardware problem and to try new cables. They were half right. My cables were fine. However, after two days of working at the problem, I figured out that the problem was my LAN card. Although I could hook up my PC to the modem okay, I could not hook up to the router. I run Windows 2000 on the downstairs office PC so I tried to download an updated driver. I determined that there was no Windows 2000 supported driver for my card from the manufacturers website. Somehow Windows 2000 hooked me up with an Intel driver when I upgraded from 98. I believe this was my problem. I bought a Linksys LAN card and I was on the internet in no time. Problem solved? Not yet. The upstairs computer, running Windows 98, had a problem identifying the driver on the Linksys provided utility disk that came with the WPC11 card. Eventually I downloaded drivers under the WDT11(PC wireless adapter) and the WPC11(wireless network card) product heading from the Linksys website and Windows 98 found the best driver no problem. It asked for my Windows 98 disk in the loading process but I didn't want to go downstairs and get it so I skipped this step and restarted and everything was installed, I just had to manually enable the card in the hardware device listing. Also I had to manually change the card settings to "Infrastructure" from "Ad Hoc" which is the default setting. After a few settings changes in the network neighborhood and in internet explorer properties, everything wireless and wired connected great. The speed is good also. The bottom line is that the Linksys products are great but the support and the manual leave a lot of holes to be filled in. If you are having problems, be patient and use the on line reviews when Linksys can't answer your questions. I wrote all of this to pay it forward for all of the on line reviews that helped me when I was having problems. Good Luck.
I purchased this router because I didnt want to run cables like I did at my last apartment. The router set-up was a snap! Once I set-up my Win2K boxes up for dhcp, I could ping the router, and get into the routers admin screen. Of course it wasnt all fun a games, I bought the wireless PCI card(WMP11) and the wireless pcmcia card. The WPC11 was easy to install on my win98 laptop. It was up and running in less than 10 minutes. I transfered an 82 MB file in about 5 minutes from the other side of the apartment (not bad). The WMP11 for my desktop pc was a freakin nightmare however. Even with 100% link strength, That thing dropped packets more than a speed freak on Ritalin. I even sat the router about a foot away with line of sight from the WMP11 and nothing. I could ping the hell out of it all day, I could not browse folders or any thing. I know this is not a problem with my Win2k machine because I have a non-wireless NIC that works just fine. hmmmm. Can someone help me with that one? Overall, its a great product, with nice transfer rates. I will let you know what happens when my DSL line comes in next week.
I installed this in my home office, placing the unit on top of my monitor on the first floor rear corner of my house. As an RCN cable user, I needed to set the MAC address in the Advanced Settings menus ("Clone MAC Address") to my desktop pc's MAC address (Win NT/2000: Start/Run... "ipconfig /all" - see Physical Address line). I'm running Win2000. Once I set the MAC address, it ran beautifully (firmware is 1.37.9b). Then I added my daughter's PC (Win98SE) from opposite corner of house on 2nd floor (maybe 35-40ft & 2-3 walls & 1 floor between). Used Linksys USB Wireless adapter, mounted on room perimeter wall at windowsill level. While throughput meter shows "Poor" / "Good" performance (20-30%), it still moves files between pcs at 400-500K bytes per second, & Internet surfing is as fast as my downstairs desktop. Added 3rd notebook PC with Orinoco wireless USB client, also no problems. In 4 weeks of nightly use, had 1 problem that reboot of Linksys Access Point & cable modem fixed - Internet connections would live for only a few minutes, then die. RCN Tech Support helped diagnose it; seemed to have no issue with use of unit to multiplex our Internet connection. Still need to try security settings (WEP & ESSID; disable DHCP?).
Anyone looking into wireless-- this is the product to use! Hints on set-up: Flash firmware with the 1.39.2 release and CHANGE FACTORY IP SETTING on router to something other than 192.168.1.1 (maybe 192.168.1.3 as an example), and set proper channel/ESSID for each client. You will be running instantly. Try to locate router in a place away from water and steel (i.e. your water heater) as these materials reflect radio signals. Try to have a clear path to where you will be using your PC most. Ignore the negative comments of other posters-- they obviously have little knowledge/patience that networking requires. Range is average (common problem in all 802.11b products). Indoors expect 100 feet max. PC client cards (PCMCIA) suffer the worst as their antennas are positioned incorrectly (horizontal). If you can handle the hassle of a cord attached to your laptop, use an Orinoco USB client, which will offer much better range (vertical antenna) than competing products. I get over 200 feet and 2 floors with little signal loss! Currently have three PC's and 2 laptops networked-- AWESOME! I have not yet experienced any of the "NEED to RESET" (power off router) problems that other people claim. It has been on 24-7 for over a month and no problems. Sharing a broadband connection can't get any easier than this! WEP encryption does slow throughput-- but its worth the protection if you are located in a congested neighborhood. 64-bit should be adequate (unless you have a real bored teenaged hacker living next door!). Change passwords, and encryption keys regularly if you suspect intrusion. In summary, you can't go wrong. Quality, right price, and easy use makes the wireless choice easy-- Linksys (no I'm not a salesman either). Cable free--Easy as can Be! Enjoy the freedom of wireless! Happy networking--- I
I have been using the LinkSys wireless WPC11 cards in my Windows 98-equipped laptops with decent results. I never used a router/access point. When everything worked, it worked great. But it was finicky, because I had to set up an Ad-Hoc network, and leave the cable modem-equipped PC on all the time. Plus, I had to employ Internet sharing software (BrowseGate) to use the Internet on the remote PCs. After I installed Windows 2000 on one laptop, I had an extremely unstable connection with the other PCs in the network. Pretty ironic, considering this is Microsoft's "networking OS". I would get between 25 and 100 percent losses when I pinged the cable modem-ed computer. I was going to trash the whole network (expensive proposition) and start over with Orinoco or something else. But, despite the very mixed reviews, I decided to give the BEFW11S4 a try. Man, am I glad I did! It works PERFECTLY. That's all I can say. It's a pleasure to use the laptops again! Also, as far as range is concerned: I have absolutely no problem. I live in a raised ranch, which means my lower level is 50% underground. I set my BEFW11S4 about a foot above the ground level, and went outside. Through two walls and about 75 feet, I was still getting a full-strength signal. I was able to consistently maintain a 350 KB/sec (yes, kiloBYTE, not kilobit, as in I was getting a full megabyte every 3 seconds) from ftp://ftp.newaol.com/clients. This is an excellent place to test your download speed, as is ftp://ftp.netscape.com/pub/netscape6/english/. I can wholehearted recommend this puppy as a definite bargain! Just one reminder: DO NOT FORGET TO CHANGE THE SETTINGS FOR YOUR WIRELESS PC CARD TO "INFRASTRUCTURE"!!! I forgot to do that, and I was going crazy for 15 minutes trying to connect to the router. Make sure the card is NOT set for "Ad-Hoc" and you'll be fine.
